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Abstract

The ability to represent the mental states of others is referred to as "Theory
of Mind" (ToM). "Theory of Mind" research has been developed in various fields
such as education, psychiatry, and brain science. Since the end of the 20th cen-
tury, in the field of developmental psychology, many studies have been con-
ducted on the developmental changes in the "Theory of mind" of early childhood
children. After that, increasing infant studies with various implicit, non-verbal
measures has suggested that Theory of Mind may emerge much earlier than
previously assumed. However, the processes underlying these tasks and their re-
lation to later-developing explicit false belief understanding, as well as to other
cognitive abilities, are not yet understood. Therefore, in this paper, | would like
to review and consider the research on two systems (an automatic system, and
an explicit system) that have been discussed a lot in recent years regarding the
system that infers the mental state of others.

Key Words: Theory of Mind, mental states, automatic system,
explicit system, implicit processes
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