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A tortoise named Kambugriva lived in a certain lake. He had two friends,

two geese named Vikata and Samkata. Then, at an unfavourable turn of



time a twelve year long rainless period set in. Thereupon both of them
thought : “The water of this lake has diminished. Let us go to another
lake. But let us say farewell to our dear friend Kambugriva who has dwelt
(withus) foralong times. And when it had thus happened the tortoise
addressed them : Why do you say goodbye to me? Pray, if you love me,
please save me also from these jaws of death because for you it means
only insufficiency of food in this lake which contains very little water, but
for me it means death. You should consider this. Which of the two is
worse : being without food or being without friends?< The two of them
said : “You have spoken properly, you are right. But do you know the
right time? By all means let us take you away. However, you should not
out of forgetfulness say anything. Set your teeth in the middle of this
stick. After we have thus raised you with its help as it were, we will
carry you all the 60 yojanas to a large lake. There we will live happilysx.
When this was done and the people saw him being carried over a city
near that lake, they all approached talking in confusion. What is this
that has the size of a wheel of a carriage and is being carried through the
air?< And after he had heard that, the tortoise whose end had approached
let go of the stick and said : *T am a tortoise ; out of thoughtlessness the
people here talk rubbishs. At the same time, while he was saying these
words, he dropped off the thing that held him and fell on the ground, and
[ER V%I S HRVEKE

as soon as he had landed, the people who were longing for meat divided
him into pieces with sharp knives. Therefore I say : of fhends who wish

for the good etc. (end of the translation).
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Javanese Literary and Sculptural versions of the Story
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SHELL-NECK, SLIM, AND GRIM
In a certain lake lived a turtle named Shell-Neck. He had as friends two ganders
whose names were Slim and Grim. Now in the vicissitudes of time there came
a twelve-year drought, which begot ideas of this nature in the two ganders :
“This lake has gone dry. Let us seek another body of water. However, we
must first say farewell to Shell-Neck, our dear and longproved friend.x When
they did so, the turtle said : “Why do you bid me farewell. ? Jam a water-dweller,

and here I should perish very quickly from the scant supply of water and from

11
grief at loss of you. Therefore, if you feel any affection for me, please rescue
me from the jaws of this death. Besides, as the water dries in this lake, you
two suffer nothing beyond a restricted diet, while to me it means immediate
death. Consider which is more serious, loss of food or loss of life.. But they
replied : “We are unable to take you with us since you are a water-creature
without wings.s Yet the turtle continued ;: “There is a possible device. Bring
a stick of wood.x This they did, whereupon the turtle gripped the middle of
the stick between his teeth, and said : Now take Grim hold with your bills,
one on each side, fly up and travel with even flight through the sky, until we
discover another desirable body of water.s But they og.mmﬂma : u.?mﬁw isa
hitch in this fine plan. If you happen to indulge in the smallest conversation,
then you will lose your hold on the stick, will fall from a great height, and will
be dashed to bits.« “Ohx said the turtle, “from this moment I take a vow of
silence, to last as long as we are in heaven.s So they carried out the plan, b
ut while the two ganders were painfully carrying the turtle over a neighboring
city, the people below noticed the spectacle, and there arose a confused buzz
of talk as they asked : “What is this <artlike object that two birds are carrying
through the atmosphere?s Hearing this, the doomed turtle was heedless
enough to ask : “What are these people chattering about.?« The moment he
spoke, the poor simpleton lost his grip and fell to the ground. And persons

who wanted meat cut him to bits in a moment with sharp knives.



“And that is why I say :
To take advice from kindly friends,....
and the rest of it.« And Constance continued :
Forethought and Readywit thrive ;
Fatalist can't keep alive.

“How was that?s asked Sprawl. And she told the story of -

H FR&x—h2>> £h—RINg (C. H. Tawney, N. M. Penzer, The
Ocean of Story, vol. V, 2nd rev. ed. London, 1926 ; repr Delhi:
Motial Banarsidass)

84G. The Tortoise and the Two Swans

For there was in a certain lake a tortoise, named Kambu-griva, and he had
two swans for friends, Vikata and Sankata. Once on a time the lake was dried
up by drought, and they wanted to go to another lake ; so the tortoise said to
them : ¥Take me also to the lake you are desirous of going to.s When the two
swans heard this, they said to their friend the tortoise : SThe lake to which
we wish to go is a tremendous distance off ; but, if you wish to go there too,
you must do what we tell you. You must take in your teeth a stick held by us,
and while travelling through the air you must remain perfectly silent, other-
wise you will fall and be killed.« The tortoise agreed, and took the stick in his
teeth, and the two swans flew up into the air, holding the two ends of it. And
gradually the two swans, carrying the tortoise, drew near that lake, and were

TR BVRLNE) SHEVEE

seen by some men living in a town below ; and the thoughtless tortoise heard
them making a chattering, while they were discussing with one another what
the strange thing could be that the swans were carrying. So the tortoise asked
the swans what the chattering below was about, and in doing so let go the

stick from its mouth,and falling down to the earth,was there killed by the men.
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